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2 SAM. lit. 33, 34- 


33. And the King lamented over Abner, 
| and ſaid, Died Abner 43 a fool dieth* 
34.. Thy hafids were not bound, nor thy feet 
put into fetters : 4s a man falleth befere 
wicked men, ſo felleſt thou. And all the 


people wept again over him-. 


aF I could at any time allow my 

| fend {elf co tranſgreſs the rules of 

WAY this place, to Preach without a 

1! [Gl Text, ic ſhould be now, having 

LIES) this ſubject before me. Here's a 

ſubjet tharmakes it's own Sermon and its own 
Prayer. The Blood of Abel toes, ſaith the A- ##%*+ 


 poſtle, - This Innocent Blood ſpeaks and cries 
(39734 ; £ B | 
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in the Ears of God, (the All-knowing God that 
hears matter without words ;) i ſpeaks and 
criesaloud to him for Vengeance : Mow long, 
0 Lord, holy and true, doft thou not judge and a- 


Venge'* | ] 

A ſpeaks to you, -ta-your eyes, and to your 
hearts, many ſad ang aſtoniſhing things. I 
judge of others by my felf, I do not hear, bu 
I feel what this ſpeaks 59 me : I; ſpeaks in ſuch | 
Language as this, 

- Oh 'my Friends! 1 ſpear. my-lite in ſerving 
you, k. was my. buſineſs to do Juſtice and 
fhevw Mercy. See what 1 had for It, Infnared 


and Butcher'd by wicked Men againft Juſtjce 

ang withoue Mercy. How many things did I 

EAQUIe © Io they Key Hd this 2 \How ma- 
l 


ny Lies were you-rold the 'mean while, to hide 
it from you 7 How many deaths haye I fuffer- 
ed before Death came to relieve me ? And if 
that would have farisfied theta, if they would 
but haye Buried me, you ſthould have heard 
hone of all this. Bur'their Malige weat far. 
ther, My poor: mangled macerated Body 
truſt Tap ont Birds ed Beſs | and 
ty Name to the obloquy of yorſemen; Then 
it was time for me to 1peak for my (elf, and 
God brought a 'number-of you ro hear oe 
j4 * | 5. th 
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then I ſaid, ' ſee, Re, O my Friends, how they 
have uſed me! Behold the SpeCtacle they have 
given you. | 
I faw it among therelt : It waz a moſt diſmal 
ſight,ſuch as that which we read of, Fadg. 19.3 0. 
It was ſo,that all that ſaw it, ſaid, There was nofuch 
deed done nor ſeen from the time that we firſt came tb 
be a Nation, till this day. | 
'Tis poflible I might find ſomething likeir a- 
mong other Natiens ; but I ſhall confine may 
ſelf co what we hndamong the people of God, 
And of all that God delivers to us in Scripture, 
among them, 1 think there is no example like 
that of the Murther of Abner, which occaſioned 
theſe words which I have choſen for my Text. 
And' becauſe I do not intend to dwell upen 
that, I ſhall ſhew you (bur briefly) cheſe chree 
particulars in it, 
Firſt, thePerſon; ſecondly, his Sufferings 
and thirdly, the Conſequences of tt, | 
' Firſt, the Perſon; thatwas Abner, an emi- 
nent man, both in dignity, and al{o in uſetul- 
nes amonghis people. 2 
M's Scandly, His Suffcrings ; a'bloody violent 
death. And herein Ihave three-chings to con- 
ider, - Tei ION OLpay 
-\ Fixt, ahekind of FaRt : He died, -he'fell by 
"MUG wicked 
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wicked men: He was Murthered by Jeab and 
Abifhai. Rn 
| Secondly, the manner of it, Perfidiouſly 
and cruelly, with ſhew of the greateft Friend- 
ſhip they inhumanly killed him. 

' "Thirdly, the Authors of it, Such as can pre- 
rend Friendſhip to deſtroy ; ſuch no.doubt are 
wicked men, . moſt dangerous ſort of wick- 
ed men. By ſuch a Wiſe man may be caught, 
and die like a Fool , a mighty man may be de- 
prived of the- uſe of. his hands; a wary man 
may be deprived of the uſe of his feet-: There 
is no fighting with ſuch, nor no running away 
from ſuch an Enemy. | 

This. David expreſt in his Lamentation, 
which meved the People to. theirs, and: that 
was the Conſequence of it, which comes laſt 
to be contig. 


I ſhall repeat you my. Text, that you may 

ſce how all theſe. parts lie together. 
The King Lamented over ABNER,, and ſaid, 
Died Abner as a Fool dieth* Could he make no 
ſhifr for himſelf > Why couldft thou nor fight? 
Thy hands were not bound. nor thy feet put is Fetters, 
why couldit thou notrun away ? The reafon is 
plain, thou couldſt do nothing to helpthy ſelf. 
| Thou wert caughtin a.crap. £5.a man falleth be- 
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fore 


Gs wicked men, ſo fell Ry This the? Kir ing 
r_ ſaid, dll the People, who wept before, 
NOW. _ again over Abner. 30 

For the Perſon here ſpoken of; - He was a'(#) (4) : $n.wiv; 


1 


Prince of the Blood , '(b) Couſin 'Germian to 555 Tolebo 
King Saul, and General of his Armies all his ri. 


Reign. He was an excellent perſon (as (c) (c) 7. 4m. 
þ 


. | c) 
Joſephus deſcribes him)for Counſel,8: Courage, JOEY le 
and Diligence, & Experience in affairs. There 
is ground to believe this from Scripture, which 
makes him after Sau?s Death, to have been the 
only ſnpport of his Son. and Succeilor 1ſhbo th, 
"Tis ſaid 2 Sam.2.8,9. That 4b: "took Iflibo- 


ſheth, and made him King over all Ilrael. He 
might , in all probability , conſidering the-0- 
thers weakneſs, - as eaſily. have: made hime)f 
King if he pleaſed. Burhe was:rue to his'Rela. 
tion and his Truſt. In this Chapter, at the 
ſixth verſe, He ſet himſelf with all bis might for 
the Flouſe of Saul. EM&: 04501 WW \k M1 & 

Amidft- his-cares and concerns forthe State, 
he was. not. forgetful.of the Church, as appears 
by 7 5 rw pew 1 ley OI + WE 

I find nothingthatcan any' way blemiſhis 
Memory, :unlels it Ne nnbaling containtd - ' * 
kn this Chapter; where it iſaid;-that he was 
charged by Iſhboſheth,, with _—__ 
nga En Bl 
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Fſoph, Tb. 


Bed of his late Maſter. Ver. 7. He asked him, 
Wherefore haſt thou gone i unto my Fathers Contu- 
bines * Joſephus believeth the information was 


- [not true ; anditieems not ſo likely of. one of 
_ kisage, beingthen above ſixty years old when 
- . ., the King charged him withit. | 


| The more cauſe he had to lay this to heart. 
It made that great man think his Service 


miſplaced ; and ehat God was not pleaſed with 


2 Som. lil. 11, 


what hedid for Sanis Family, in oppoſition te 
David, who hed a better title to the Crown. 
He knew thagothe Government was tiot yer 
made Hereditary , but that ic was: conferred 
immediately by God, who had decreed that 


he would take —_ Saul and ſetup David in 


his ftead, And trefleRing ; upon this, 4bner 
{wore he would now make amends for his Er- 
ror, he would bring over the Kingdom to 
tis Ihbſheth heard, and dur oorgain-ſay 

This I/hboſheth heard; and durſtnotgain-ſay. 
Nay, it ae he conſeatedto it, by _ F*A 
Jowesk. For when Amer. fent' 40 David for 

erms, atid he required thisprelimminary point, 
Shat bis Wife Michal ſhould t Heo-choldd to 
him we read tharIpbofheth uted his Awthorid 
in the matter. He ſens for his Sifter- Michal, 
and delivered her to lier, v6 take MES 


"4 Fire: Saveed. 


him when he went-40 porſect his a agtvengen 
with David. & 

This bem ſuppoſed, that he' had: eths 
conſent, L\de nor fee what can” be blamed in 
the coma? of Abxer. I fee muck to be com- 
mended in him, eſpecially conſidering the 
greatneſs of his Birth; and how near he was to 
theCrownz:and in what probablliry he ſtood 
for it; that notwithſtanding all theſe temprati. 
ons, he tiladhered to iull and right, he kept 
his Loyalty ro: his Prince, he did all Ace 
Service tohis Country. 

He was about the greateſt work, to ſecure 

both the peace and 'the Religion of - God's 
people, in-'unicing them under. the. governs 

ment of David ; *when- unexpectedly he was - 
taken off by: Death, which is the fecond thing 

I am to conſider. 

- His Death was i gunna þ wig Bloody; and : 
Treacherons. '. ©! 7 

Firſt, Untimely ; " he Was chew in the-.: by 
midſt of his Buſineſs. He had” been at Hebron +5. i. 26, 
with David, + He had 'miade his terms with **: 

him, fuch as would have united#11 7/7ael.. 
without a ſtroke; ſuch as would haye faved - 
Iiboſbetlfs life, as appears by what follows, 

2 Sam. WW... 2(whioh conkiims me in what” Þ 


faid. .: 


faid;-that he had his conſent along with him 
For there it is ſaid ) Whew Saul's. Son heard 
that " Abriex - 4s - dead, his bands were feeble, 
and . all the Iſraelites were troubled. Then ; 
and not. before, the reins of Government fell 
out of his hands. He could hold them no 
longer,when his friend Abner was dead. Both 
his and all [/ree/'s hopes, depended wpon A4bner's 
ſafe -recurn.. 

And he was ſo far towards it. He was then 
upon -the, way, when he was fetched back to 
Elbron by a Meſſenger . in David's name. So 
Joſephus underſtands thoſe words in the 26th 
verſe, But David knew not of it, It was in 
David's name, . but he. knew ic nor... 

And when Abner was.come back, even at 
the Gate of the Royal City, he was mer and 
received by ſome friends whom he did got 
faſpett.. _ They had him apart from his :com- 
pany , they brought him into a lone place, 
us 6» dirjpiry Taith Foſephus , . to tell him: fome- 
. thing which the King had forgot. And there 
ke ſoon had his Meſſive, it was a Stab, that 
put ari/end to his life. | Bobs 

The Authors of this fat were as ſoon known 
as the fa itſelf. : They were Joab and 4- 
kifſhai, the Sons of Zerviah ; men that had a 

| pretence 


wo te : . b 
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. pretence to do this, in revenge of their Bro- * $*%iik 27, 
ther whom Abner had ſlain ſome years fince 
in defence of his own life. Revenge was an 
ill reaſon; but the Scripture mentions that, 
as the only one they had to give. The true 
reaſon was (faith che Jewiſh Hiſtorian, who 
is herein followed by moſt Chriſtians, ) be- JS 
cauſe they feared that among Abner's Terms, 
this was one, to keep his place, to be Gene- 
ral of the Armies of Iſrael. That interfered 
with the Ambition of theſe men, who were 
reſolved to have all the power to themlelyes, 
to admit of no ſharer. They would ſcarce 
take in the King himſelf; Even He complain- 
ed, they were too hard for him, in the laſt 
verſe of this Chapter. I am weak this day, 
though anointed King , and theſe men the Sons of 
Zerviah are too bard for me. It appeared they 
were ſo, by this, that he durſt not call them 
to account for it. 
But he did all that he could. He diſclaim- 
ed, he detefted the wicked fa&t , He curſt the : 5an, ii. 24, 
Authors of it moſt bitterly. He expoled them-*© 
ro the people; requiring them all co mourn 
for Abner, and to ſhew all poſſible ſigns of 
it, by renting their clothes; and putting on 


Sackcloth, which the people did moſt wil- 
| C lingly 
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lingly, and Joab durft not but do it among 
the reſt. In this mournful array they attend- 
ed him to his grave. The King followed 
him weeping , and all the people wept with him, 
ſaich the Text. 

When they had buried him, the King pro- 
nounced the immiqiy Spliov,, the funeral 
Song, for fo the word n»Þ ſignifies, which 
being in Joab's and Abiſhai's preſence, it was 
a freſh mortification to them, as well as a 
juit honour to Abner. The King lamented over 
ABNER, ſaying, &c. | 

I intended all this but to ſhew you 
in Scripture a Record which God hath gi- 
ven us of his -peoples behaviour in ſuch a 
cale as we have before us. Such as that in 
divers reſpects, though very different in many. 
other. And yet whereinſoever they differ, if 
their ce exceed aur's in ſome reſpedts, it is 
exceeded by our's in ſo many more, as may 
ſufficiently juſtifte ns, and oblige us to the 
like Lamentation. 20 | 

Only bating this one Circumſtance, Ab. 
ner's high birth and quality , being a Prince 
of the blood, and ſo nearly allied to King 
David ; ( which;, rogether with fome other 
public conſiderations, might well oblige Da- 

vid 
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vid himſelf to be preſent at his Funeral. This 
we have no reaſon to expect of our King, 
who hath done m other reſpe&ts more than 
David could or durſt do for Abner. But wa- 
ving this,) we have all other Confiderati- 
ons, ſome greater than what God's people 
had in my "Text, to weep and weep again, 
in our private and in our public Lamenta- 
tions. 

Firſt, the Perſon, and his Perſonal Accom- 
pliſhments, were ſuch, as, though I would not 
compare them with Abners , yet I would not 
leflen him by declining the Compariſon. 
They were very conſiderable in his rank. 
He was a great bleſſing to this place , -and 
will be ſo underſtood, as all God's Bleflings 
are, by the loſs of them. | 

But ſecondly, for the Kind of our loſs, for 
the things that he indured,, for the manner 
in which he was brought to it , for the 
Treachery and Barbarity of it, Theſe things 
are ſo far above all that were in Abner's 
cale, that we cannot admit them into the 
compariſon. 

Ehirdly , For the Authors of Abner's Mur. 
| ther, they were known, by this, and one 
more , that of Amaſai whom they killed in 

C 2 like 
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like manner. But for our's, they are ua- 
known. We are yet to inquire for them , 
and we have reaſon to fear we may find them 
too late, and yet too ſoon. 

Laſtly, For the Conſequences, I ſhall ſhew 
you how the King hath lamented it, and how, 
beſides all that we have done, we are yet todo 
i ſo as to make the beſt of our loſs, T'o ſow in 
Tears that we may reap in Joy. Thatis the 
End and Benefit of our Lamentation. 

Firſt of the Perſon, I muſt crave leave to 
fay ſo much as may juſtihe the public ſorrow 
upon the account of an Extraordinary loſs. 
And being my ſelf particularly concerned in ir, 
E may be allowed to ſpeak with the more free- 
dom. *Tisallthe way I have to ſhew my Gra- 
 titude for the many good offices that I among 
many others received from-him, while he was 
living. And what Tam to lay, I have fo well 
_ conſidered, that I do not fear tobe ſuſpetted 
of Flattery by. any that knew him fo. well as 
moſt of you did in this place: 

As to thoſe things which belong toa private 
Chriſtian,I ought to know him better than moſt 
others; and'I did know that by him which gives 
meabundant comfort in his Death.I knew him 
to be a Juſtand Charitable man, a Devour, a 

| Zealous 
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Zexlous and Conſcientious Chriſtian. His Re. 
ligion was more for uſe than for ſhew. And yet 
he was conſtant in all the acts of Gods Worſhip. 
He loved the Communion of the Church, as 
well out of Judgment as AﬀeCtion. And though 
the compaſiion that he had for all men that did 
amiſs, extended it ſelf to allmanner of Diſfſen- 
ters; and among them he hada kindneſs for the 
Perſons of many Roman-( atholicks : Yet he al- 
ways declared a particular Hatred and Deteſta- 
tion of Popery. I ſay this on purpoſe to be re- 
membred, ( becauſe ſome would Toe him 2 
Papiſt, or inclined that way }) I never pleaſed 
him with any duty I performed, at leaſt he 
never thanked me "4 any, fo much, as he did 
for thoſe Sermons which I preacht here againſt 
Popery. .; Cot + LOB! 
But thefe things are leſs conſiderable in our 
loſs, we are more concerned for what he was in 
his Publick capacity. And for that he feem'd 
made and fitted up with more than ordinary 
care : God ſeemed to have ſingled him forth, 
and deſigned him to be the Uſetul man that he 
was in this place. 
He was compoſed for it, both by Nature, 
and Education, & Choice,8& Study, & Practice : 
I know not what could be added to make him 
ktter than he was. He- 
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He was (as it were) Born to be a Juſtice of 
Peace ; his Grand-father, his Father, his 
elder Brother were ſo before him. The two laſt 
were alſo Members of Parliament. His great 
Grand-father was a Captain, which was con- 
{iderable in thoſe days. 

His Education was ſutable to his Birth ; be- 
ing brought up at Weſtminſter School , from 
whence he was ſent to:the Univerlity, thence 
to Travel in forein parts; then he came to 
live in the Inns of Court, where wanting health, 
he retired for a time into the Countrey : And 
now all our hopes of him might feem to have 
been defeated at once. But that God, who by 
his Providence, defigned him for this place, 
brought him back with an intimate Friend and 
Relation ; who having ſuffered much for the 

late King, whoſe Servanthe was, turned what 
he had left into Money, and to make the moſt 
of that, employed it in a Wood-yard in this 
Pariſh. - NGH 02 | 

Our Friend could have no great Eſtate, be- 
ing the tenth Son of his Father, who had four 
Sons younger than he was : and his Father was 
2 younger Son. of his Grand-father.: So thar 
though his Father had a plentiful Eftace, and 
his Grand-father one of the faireſt in his Coun. 


try 


A Funeral $ "FAY 


try, yet but a ſmall portion of theſe could fall 
to his ſhare. 

But what he had, he laid it out as Partner 
with his Friend, and ſo improved it, till he 
had wherewith to live like himſelf. And then, 
he that was never bred to a Trade, needed nor 
be perſwaded to eaſe himſelf of ict. He found o- 
ther buſinels more _ to his Soul : Which 
having practiſed at firſt, with his other em- 
ploiment, afterwards he withdrew from all 
other buſineſs to this. He dedicated-himfelf 
wholly to it; made his Country his Family, 
this Pariſh his Wife and Children ; attended 
wholly to their good ; to-keep up. Law, and 
Juſtice, and Sakey, and Liberty; to fave others 
from violence and wrong, to reduce them from 
diſorder and idlenels. 

He was perhaps the Marr of our. Age, that 
did the moſt good in-that Station : I ſhould 
not doubs of it, having ſo great an Authar. 
He that owght to know beſt, hath often ſaid, 
Sir Edmund Godfrey he took to be the beſt Juſtice 
of Peace in this Kingdom. 

_ | He knew what he had reaſon to expect 
would come of this, the emulation even of 
good Men,for they are but men. And heſhew- 

ed his own infirmity in this, that ſometimes he 
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was troubled at it. But for others, he deſpiſed 
whatſoever they thought or ſaid. 'He knew be- 
fore hand the price of doing his duty, how ma- 
ny ill men he muſt diſpleaſe, what Scoffs and 
Cenſures he muſt indure, what hazards he muſt 
run. And this was all he expected for his la- 
bour. 
He thought it worth the while, to ſuffer this 
for God's Glory and the Public Good. *Tis vul. 
gar Virtue that puts men only upon ſafe good 
things. .*Tis Virtue in its Perfe&tion; when one 
dares do well, and ſuffer for it. And of this 
degree, he ſhewed ſome as great proofs, as 
perhaps have been given in our days. 
In the Plague-time, who would have done 
as he did? not only to ſtay here, but to expoſe 
himſelf upon every Occaſion. It was much 
to indure the very Air ; that, beſides its own 
Putrefaction., was filled with the ſteams of 
ſo many thouſands of dying-breaths. Ir was 
fearful to ſee and hear the mournful Objets 
and Cries that went hourly every-where about 
the ſtreet. It was a deſperate thing to Fleſh and 
Blood, to converſe with them, and to be in the 
midft of them. God knows, when I am cal- 
ledtothis, how I ſhall perform it ; Buthe did, 
 what4have even trembled to hear ; He fed fo 


many 


| WW 9g 


_ "— — 


—— an — 


A Funeral Sermon. 


—_— 


| 124 
many poor with his own hands, diſtributed as 
well Phylic as food, expoſing himſelf to be pul. 
led and haled by them ſometimes. And that 
which exceeds all the reſt, where the Officers 
durſt not, he went himſelf into the Peſthoule to 
ſeize on a MalefaCtor. 

Theſe are inſtances of ſo high a Courage,ſo un- 
daunted a Zeal to Public Good, that if we ſhould 
have the like occaſion again, (which God forbid) 
we could ſcarce hope to find the like Inſtances. 
He could not ſhew the like himſelf at other times. 

And therefore I ſhall the more eaſily pals over 
thoſe things which in themſelves were very con- 
ſiderable ; thoſe Watchings , and Hazards, and 
Toils, which would have been great matters to 
others ; But they were leſs to him, becauſe he had 
inurcd himſelf to them. They were by long and 
conſbant practice become ſo natural to him, that 
he ſeemed to have left himſelf, no ſenſe of any 
Labour,no Wearineſs of watching, no Apprehen- 
fon of Danger, in any thing by which he mighc 
do ſervice to God, the King, and his Countrey. 
There are but few ſuch men living, the greater 
ts our loſs by his Death. 

A great loſs, if he had died a Natural Death. 
Then we ſhould have ſubmitted to the will ofGod. 
And ſo we nuift now. But we could eaſter have 

.doneat, if he had lived out his time, and done all 
the good we could have hoped from him. If ne 

D ha 
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had lived the Age of a man,as hisGrandfarher did : 


or as his Father, tothat which Moſes calls Labour 
and Sorrow ; or as his Mother, who is eighty 1x 
years old,and yet living. How much good might 
one do {o qualified as A was, {o dilpoſed, fo re- 
folved, ſo verſt in Bufineſls 2 How much more 
good might he have done, if he had lived to thoſe 
Years ? But to be taken off at {1x and fifty, as he 
was, when he might have lived much longer, to 
go on doing (till as he did ; the thought of this 


hath much uneaſineſs in it. 
But then farther, to think how he was taken a- 


way; by a violent Death, He was Murthered, The 


very mention of this ſtrikes horror into one that 
conlidersit. Human Nature abhors it. Much more, 
Grace in Chriſtians ; whom God hath ſtrictly for- 
bidden it, by all the Laws that are given.to Chri- 
ſtians. 


But then, to murther a Mrgiltrate, that ſhould 
be the Keeper of thoſe Laws; This is ſo much 
beyond Common Horror, I know not how to ex- 
preſs it. If it were an Aſlaulr, if ic were a falle Im- 
priſonment, much more if che Murther, of any 0- 
ther perſon,the Magiltrate is hethat ſhouldpuniſh 
it. But that he ſhould be murthered himſelf! To 
murther Zm,it cannot be without the higheſt Af- 
tront, to Authority,and Laws, to the King, to.the 
whole Nation, to God himſelf. Alas! thar ſuch. 
wickedneſs ſhould be done in our Nation, in this 


City, in this Place. Buc 
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But eſpecially upon ſuch a Magiſtrate,that was 
the bleſſing of this place. "They could not hurt 
him, but they mult hurt us all, for whom he 
lived, and cared, more than for himſelf, for 
whom he alſo died, es we have too much reaſon 
ro believe. Conlidering this, it concerns us all 
to know how he died. 

\ There are ways, that a Wiſe man may die | 
like a Fool; that he can neither fight not run a- 
way (as my Textſhews us). Thus died Abner, 
and thus died our Friend , and this heightens our 
horror above meaſure. Had he died by ſudden 
chance, or by open Malicious deſ1gn, it had hap- 
pened to him as it hath done to many others : 
But perhaps never any was Murthered as he was, 
ſo treacherouſly and baſely, and with ſuch bloody 

®and barbarous Cruelty. | 

For the Treacherouſnels of it, if Abner wete 
catcht fo, it is no wonder. *Tis no hard thing 
for any one that hath made himlelt baſe enongh, 
that will violate his Faith, and break the bonds 
of human ſociety,to call another aſ1de,and fecret- 
ly to cut his 'Throat. The pretence of common 
Friendſhip is enough to enable any one that is 
wicked enough, to do this. 

But in our caſe, there was noneed of ſo much 
as that pretence or colour of Friend{hip. Any 
Stranger might do it to a perſon of ſoeaſte ac- 
ceſs; one that never denied himſelt to any one 
D 2 chat 
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that had need 'of him, one that neither feared 
force, nor aftefted ſhew ; and therefore never 
took ſo much as a Servant along with him. He 
was at every onescall, to do that which was hts 
daily buſineſs ; to make Peace, to do Jultice, to 
do any good to any Perlon. Was it not a worthy 
Prize to get luch a one into their hands ? Oh 
Cowards! that could go luch a low mean way 
to take him. Oh Monſters! that having taken 
. him, could find in their hearts to do him hurt. 
Well, he is now in their hands, as he thinks, 
todo them Service in his place. What bulineſs 
have they forhim 2 What they ſaid, we are not 
able to gueſs: But what they did, appeared by 
wotul tokens in this poor body. _ 
God knows where they kept him. We know 
only it was uader reſtraint ; and 'twas not alrg® 
———_ in darkneſs, by the Wax-candle-drops up. _ 


en his Cloaths ; and therefore it was not altoge- 
ther Hell you Earth ; though 1t was like it in- 


his uſage, that Helliſh uſage that ke indured. 

Ah poor Soul ! How many comforcleſs hours 
did he reckon in that mercileſs Trap where they 
kept him? How many inſulting words, how 
many reproaches did he hear ? What Racks,what 
Bodily tortures might he probably ſuffer 2 And 
what Cordial, what Retection to ſupport him 
under all this? We know nothing but what ap- 
| Peared in his Body ; his ſunk Belly, his empry 
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Stomach, his blancht Tongue, were all witnelles 
of his Chear. My Tears are my Meat day and night, 
while 1 call upon my God. 

Yet we cannot fay they ſtarved him.God knows 
what they would have done, had they had time; 
but in all likelihood, it was the fear of Search that 
haſtned his Death. 

And the ſame death it was, that they deſerved 
ten thouſand times over. They can ſuffer no worſe 
(it they are taken) than this, tobe Strangled, and 
then theLaw hath done with them.But when they 
had Strangled him, they had not done with him: 
{o,he muſt becaſt forth to the Birds & Beaſts:and 
that with the formalicy of a Sword thruſt through 
his body, that if men came to find him, they 
might judge that he had killed himſelt-; Whe- 
therit were to ſave themſclves from Suſpicion, or 
whether out of malice to him, or whether both: 
thele together, God knows. 

Sure enough, it was the wotltthey could doto 
bim.: It was that which: being believed,. would: 
ruin all that they had lefr. All that they could not 
reach, the Law would, it he had Murthered him- 
felf. It muſt have ruined his Name, it had for- 
feired his Eſtate, it had brought a blot upon his 
Family. Nothing could be , 4a more to{ſhew 
their Malice, ifthat were their meaning. 

It they. rather ſought to hide their own Guilt, 
it was ſurely an. Infatuation from God :. He took 

| x ; away: 
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away their underſtandings, that they could nor 
conſider thoſe things which every Child could nor 
but obſerve. What,would none miſs hisBand, or 
rake notice of his clean Shoes ? Would none look 
for the effufion of ' Blood, or take notice of that 
which hindred it, that ſo manifeſt Coagulation 2? 
Twenty things more that have been conſidered 
elſewhere,and arenor to be repeated in this place. 
Ic was ſurely an Infatuation 2a God. Who ha- 
ving ſuffered them to run on in their fin to the ut. 
molt, to make that ſcarlet fin of Murther, .eyen 
bluſh atic ſelf (if ir were poſſible);having ſuffered 
the Devil co teach them every thing elle thar he 
could think of, tro confummate the Ruin of this 
good man;yet was pleaſed fo to take away their 
underſtandings, that they could riot ſeeſo many 
evident proofs as would be made to allthe world, 
of his Innocence;and of their horrible wickedneſs. 
But now I ſpeak of Diſcovery, me-thinks I ſee 
you all ſtirred up} as it were, expecting that I 
ſhould name you thePerſons that did this bloody 
Fact. I would I could; for ſundry reaſons. But 1 
cannot pretend to that. I can only fay with Da- 
vid, they were Wicked men. - Hewas the common 
Enemy of all ſuch, and it. pleaſed God to let him 
fall into their hands. He fell by the hands of Fick- 

ed men, that 1s certain. 
- Butif you would know: more, I will endeavour 
toſhew you how politbly You may diſcover them. 
Res Perhaps 
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Perhaps ſome that are wiſer, would be afraid to go 

 ſofar. Butwhy ſo? I ſpeak for him that feared no- 
thing, but to loſe an Opportunity of doing good. 
And in hopes to do cootbe it, I will be ſo far like 
him ; I will not fear to.go on with what I offered, as. 
to the diſcovery. 

"There are three things to be chiefly conſidered in 
this matter. Firſt, Mens Actions : Secondly, Their 
Intereſts : and Thirdly, their Principles. We ſhall 
con{ider each of theſe, | 

Firſt,their Actions and Practices. Since we know 
not who they are that were the Authors of this Wick- 
edneſs, at leaſt can we find who they are that are 
not willing we ſhould know it ? They that have: 
practiſed , and intrigued to this purpole, to endea- 
vour to hinder the Search, or the Diſcoyery ; it they 
knew what they did, we have reaſon to judge they 
were concerned, for themſelves, or for their Friends. 

You cannot but remember the duſt chat was railed. 
11 the week whea the Search'i{hould haye been made; 
thoſe Calumnies, & thoſe various reports that went 
about,as it were,on purpole to hinder the diſcovery. 
One while he had withdrawn himſelf for Debt; Ano- 
ther while he was Married,& that not very decently, 

Another while he was run away with a Harlot; 
even what the Father of Lies put into their heads. 

Ar laſt, when they knew what they intended to do- 
with him ; they prepared you to expect it, by giving 
out that he had kild himſelf. You know how imparti- 
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ent they were to havethis believ'd.I was told it ſome 
hours before the diſcovery, that he was found with 
his own Sword through his Body. Others could tell 
that he had two wounds about him. Thele chings 
were found to be True ſome hours after. 

Bur then they deviſed ſundry Untrurhs co colour ir. 

It was ſuggeſted that it might be done in Diftra&ti- 
on, which (they laid) was an Hereditary Diſeaſe in 
his Family ,that his Father and his Grand-father had ir 
before him , that this Diſeaſe being ſtirred up by 
ſome miſ-apprehenſions, wrought that direful effect 
upon him, to make him kill himſelf. 

Thele things (from whatſoever Author they came) 
being confidently ſaid, were as eafily believed by 
them that knew nothing to the contrary. .I confeſs I 
knew not what to think my elf, cill I ſaw the con- 
rrary with my eyes. When | ſaw he was ſtrangled 
as well as thruſt through, I ſoon conſidered, that no 
man could kill himſelf both thoſe ways. 

And then for the Scandal that was raiſed of his Fae 
mily, I found upon inquiry,that all che colour they 
had to (ay it,was only this: that his Father was ſome- 
time afflicted with Melancholy, almoſt rg DiftraCti- 
on ; but ir was before he was fifty years old ; he ſoon 
recovered of it, and lived till the eightieth year of 
his Age. Beſides, I am informed, that'there never 
was /any appearance of the like Diſtemper in any 
one Perſon of all that numerous Family : Nor did 
any of his Relations ever come to an untimely end, 


as has been falfly reported. © For 
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F oc the Melancholy that: was oblcrved i in our 
Friend, I think none, that knew: him, ever. 
thought it Di.traQtion, or any thing tending 
that way 3 but a thonghtiulnels ſometimes, thac 
proceeded irom the Intricacy and Mulriplicity 
of Buſinel> : I believe the weightieſt buſinels 
that ever he had, was that which made him ſay, 
fome Days before his Death, 1 am told I [ball 
be knock'd in the Head, He ſaid this in my hear- 
ing, without any great vitible Concern. He 
continued the ſame he ever was, in his daily 
Converſation ; Serious 1n Bufineſs, but Chear- 
ful and Plealant at other times. Thus heuſed to 
be alway. He was lo the laſt day of his living 
lite ; that 1s,till the hour that we loſt him. And 
how he was afterwards, IL ſuppoſe they beſt 
know, that were the Authors of theſe Rumors. 
That's one way to try men, I think, by their 
ARions and Praciiſes, 

A Second way to find out the Authors of any 
Fact, is to conſider who they were that were 
concerned to have it done.Ic was Caſſzus's word, 
Cui bono? For whole Intereſt wis it? Now - 
coplider tor whole Intereſt it was to kill this 
Perſon. 

They muſt be ſome that were not ſafe while. 
he lived ; or fome that. might be the better for 
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his L cath ; And that in ſome conſiderable mea- 
ſure, ſuch as would requite all the danger they 
were to incur by It. 

If you know of any that could not think 
themſelves ſafe while he lived, you have great 
reaſon tobelieve you know the Authors of his 
Death. I have not ſo far been Privy to his do- 
ings, as that I could be able to enter into this 
Secret. 

Much leſs to know of any Perſonal Malice a- 
gainſt him.He that was ſo tender hearted, even to 
thoſe whom he puniſhed, could not provoke any 
one to this height of Revenge. 

Much leſs were they Robbers, or any ſuch 
Poor Rogues, that kill men for what they have. 
Theſe did their work Gratis. They left him all 
his Money. They took nothing but his Band, 
except Papers. 

Tis therefore very credible, that the Authors 
had ſome other-Intereſt that moved them to it. 
And that ſeems rather to have been, againſt the 

Government and the Laws. They knew how 
firm he wasin his Duty to both ; and perhaps 
they had tried it in ſomething elſe than we 
know of. It ſo, they could not but think it 
worth their while to ſend him out of the World. 
One that uct do his duty, when he knew, 
whom, 
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W whom, and what, he ſhould provoke by i it; ; One 
that would give ſo ill an Example to other Ma- 
oiſtrates, which if followed, might be the Ruin 
* their Cauſe ; What could they think of {uch 
a man? We cannot ſcare him, We cannot 
bribe him, but we can kill him. 1 hey could not 
have thought of a more Compendtous way than 
this 

Eſpecially, if the killing of him would dif- 
hearten others, and ſo be a means to weaken 
Authority and Laws. Such men cannot but 
know, that Publick-Spirited men are not ſo ma- 
ny 3 and they thatare, are but Men, They may 
be daunted, they may be diſcouraged. And 
what can Js that, more, than the Terror of 
ſuch an Example > ; 

I doubt not, they that did- this, would ra- 
ther have done it Publickly for that reaſon. As 
we hang up Thieves, for Example to others ; 


lo to hang up Juſtices for doing their Duty ; Oh | 


that would be a pleaſant thing indeed ! 

No, Gentlemen, we are Aa come to that 
yet. God knows, what we may come to for 
our Sins, and by your Means. But it will be the 
longer firſt; x the Laws can find You out. And 
towards that, we have ſome guels at you by this 
Token : ; "They that are againſt the Eſtabliſhed 

E 2 Laws, 
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Laws, it was their Intereſt co do this, Lhac is 
the Second thing. 
The Third Token is, by their Principles. And 
ſo, whoſoever did this, they ſhould be either 
ſuch as hold nothing Unlawiu!, or at. leaſt ſuch 
as hold it Lawſul to do ſuch things. 
For the Firſt, that is, Men of Atheiſtical 


| Principles ; they follow only their Luſt, or 


their Intereſt; Which wil] ſcarce unite any 
number of men to carry on ſuch a formed de- 
ſign as this was. Or if it had, they would (carce 
bave beld together {o long; they would bave 
impeached one another, and (o ſaved us the La- 
bour of Diſcovering them by this Token. 
I do not therefore charge it upon them that hold 
nothing Unlawtul: 

Bur how ſhall we excuſe them, that hold it 
Lawfiul to do ſuch things? It there are ſuch 
Men mn the World, and it the other Tokens a- 
gree to them, they lurely are the likelicſt that 
can be thought of for this Matter. 

But ſuch a ſort of men there is, even here in 
England, and we have them among us. I could 
not but thuak of them when I named the other 
Tokens, and ſo muſt any one that hath been 
converſantin their Books. 

We need not put them upon. the Rack, 
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make them Conteſ:, They ofie: themlelves, 


they cell us ſuch things which we ſcarce dare .... 


tell you again. *Tis ſcarce credible, how open- 
ly, and how grolly, they teach men theſe things. 
They are the Feſuits I (peak of, And wholoe- 
ver reads their Books cannot but know [ do not 
wrong them in what I lay. 

I fay, Firft, They teach men to raiſe ſuch - 
Reports as we heard of this Perſon. 

And Secondly, "Tis their Intereſt to diſcou- 
rage the Execution of the Law. 

. And Thirdly, They hold it Lawtul to kill 
Men that would prejudice them, or theic Religi- 
on. 

If I prove thele Three things, we have all the 
Tokens together, which I think are not tobe 
found fo in any other Perſons or Society. Let 
them clear themſelves as they can of the 'FaR. 
I will prove the Tokens. And Firſt tor their 
teaching of Calumny. 


In plaia Terms, to ſlander another man in ,, 71% 
1b. 9,Cap, 2. 


Defence of ones own Right or Honour, and el: Sc&.z. n. 4. 


pecrlly one of the Fathers co do it in Defence ot 
the Society, ſome hold it plainly Lawſul. Some 
lay, it is a Venial Sin. For the Proots you may 


doubts whe» 
ther it be a- 
ny Sin. Zo- 
van. Theſes, 
Anno 1645. 
make it but 


find them together mm the Fifteenth of the Pro- aVcaial Sin. 


vincial Letters. If ſo, what ltd hinder theſe 
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men from r..iling all thoſe Reports of this Per- 
ſon? Sinceit was in Defence of themfelves, and 
of their Sect, it they killed him. 

cecondly, That it was their Intereſt to kill 
him, 'tis manifeſt; 1f they have any delign againſt 
the Government; And if either his Life would 
have hindred or diſcovered' them in 1t, or it his 
Death would diſcourage others from being A c- 
tive 1n their Place. But that it 1s the Intereſt of 
their Sect, and of their Church, to ſubvert the 
Government ; and that they for their Parts de- 
ſign 1t now at this Preſent; Ithink this is ſo pal- 
pable, that I ſhould but loſe time in proving it. 
- Thirdly, That they hold it Lawtful to kill in 
ſuch caſes. For this, tis as plainly delivered in 
their Writings, as any Article of Faith is in the 
Creed. 

They ſay Firſt in General, To kill another, 
is Murther indeed, it you do it for Revenge, or 
any ſuch Siniſter End. And therefore you mult 
be careful to direct your Intention aright. And 
{o by directing the Intention, though you do the 
{ame Act, it ts not Murther. 


Franc, For Example (faith Amicxs, one of their Pro- 
£%1heor, feſlors)if one threatens-to publiſh gricvous crimes 
T's: of my Self or of,ay Order; When I have no 0+ 


£4118, ther way to efchpe this, I may lawfully kill him. 
Fe And 
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And (ſaith he) 'tis plain that I have no other 
way, if he be ready to charge me or my Order 
Publickly, Coram graviſſemis wiris, betore men 
in Authority. 

Saith Tannerus in like manner, One may kill ry 
him, if it be in Defence of his own Goods, or of #7: [<2 


: Schol. tom. 

the Goods of his Society. 3dilp. 4.9; 
Saith Leſſzs, If one endeavours to take away zeſius de 
Jure & Juſt. 


my life, by revealing a ſecret crime, I may kill i... 
him. Nay,if he endeavours to take away but my nn. 5, 200k. 


47 $1 nomi- 
good name, by revealing a ſecret crime, I may mco,&c, 
luc. 
kill him,ſaithLeſſz5,and the ſame ſaith Fillincies. Moralium 


Now who that knows what Informations our RT x9y 


Friend had againſt them, can doubt but they 57552 


SI quis de- 

might lawfully kill him by theſe Dotftrines ? traha fall 
INaTio= 

I'name but one for each. Whoſoever would nibus apud 


viros hono- 


ſee more, may find them collected in the ſeventh c:to:.-yor; 
and the thirteenth of the Provincial Letters. <'%, 


quando alt. 


Though if we had but one Author for each of tr fame 


theſe Doctrines, that's enough to make a proba- vertinor” 
ble Dofrine, as they tell us. And then, if it is* 7%, 4. 
probable, we may pradtiſe it ſafely withour ſin. ſure Jult 
I know what any Feſuit would anſwer to this, dub.:z. Sett 
They would {ay that theſe DoCtrines, are ſome 
of them delivered as being only Speculatively 
true; that is, they are true in their own Nature: 


But they are not PraGice ſequende, that is, in re- 
ſpect 
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ipeR of the Conſequences, they are not to be re 

duced ro Practice. And why ſo? If they are |pe- 

Fillive. 1. Culatively true, why then are they not to be pra- 

ep Ciled? They themſelves tel] you' why, They 
ſequeren= would cauſe diſorders 1n the Comn.oawealth, 

Lcſ;45 hath a better Realon, tor one of them, 

libs 5 He ſaith, one ought not to practiſe it, becauſe if 


dub. 8.Sc&t, » -Y ; 
47. —talis Oe doth, he may be hang d for it. The mean 


—_— 


inRep. b-ne (yhj]e.if one can do it ſo [ecretly,as not to diſturb 
conltituta Z 

ut homicida the Commonwealth, (and then to be fure he 
ſhall not bang for it ) in that caſe it 1s PraJie 
ſequenda, *Tis to be practiſed according to their 


Do&rine. Or if nor, while ic 1s ſpeculatively 


pl:cteretur. 


t:u?, thar the thing it {elf is no fin; Who thar 
knows this, and hath a mind to kill another, and 
ſees his Occaſion, will make any Scruple of the 
Practice ? 

Yes, (they will tell you) the Pope hath for- 
bidden it, in that Decree of the Year 1665. 
which 1s ſet down in theend of the laſt Roman 
Index. To their ſhame be ir (aid, Theſe Do- 
drines are forbidden indeed ; Bur not as being 
Untrue, nor as Contrary to God's word, or ha- 
ving any Immorality in them: How then? He 
ſaith , they are ad minimum ſcandaloſe, Artleaſt 
they are apt ro give Offence,(no doubt they are, 
If we Hereticks come to know them: ) And there. 
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fore he charges them upon their Obedience to 
himſelf, that they mult not PraQtiſe theſe Do- 
frines. 

Had he ſaid upon their Obedience to God, 
that had been a dangerous word. It wonld have 

made them afraid to Practiſe them, even in his 
own Service. He would rake heed of that, not 
to ſpoil that which may be a Uletul Dodrine. 
But he forbade it forſooth, upon Obedience to 
Himſelf, which is ſuch a Reſtraint as the Pope 
may take off when he pleaſeth. 

And how can we tell, when he doth, or doth 
not, that which 151n his Power ſecret] y to door 
not to do? We have only this meaſure by which 
to judg:He will do whatſoever he ſees beſt for the 
Catholick Cauſe. If he ſees it beſt for the Cauſe, 
we ſhall live. If not, you ſee it 1s no fin to kill 
us 3 even the Pope being Judge. So that now 
we hold our Lives at his Courtefte. 

But thanks be to God, that gives us better fe= 
curity than that;gives us Government and Laws 
to: prote& us : Orelſe, no man here knows how 
ſoon he might be laid as our Friend is before us. 

And wethank you, Reverend Fathers of the 
Society, if you were the men that killed him, as 
you are the likelieſt if we may believe your ſelves; 
Wethank you, that you did not begin-with the 
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Government firſt. That you killed þzw, not the 
King. There had been a Blow indeed. We 
thank you for not beginning with Thar. Thovgh 
we have the leſs caule, if your Plot was againſt 
the King, and you only rook this man away, 
that you might the better cover it, Wethank 
you at leaſt, though we pay too dear for it, that 
you have made the People know your Religior; 
that you have Alarm'd the State with your 
Practifes; We may live the longer for that, to 
thank you for ir. 

But then we muſt remember, we ow this to 
God, not to you, He it is that hath croſſed your 
Deſign. Tr is he that hath taken away your Co- 
vering, and ſpread reproach on your faces in the 
ſtead. Welee what you would be at ; if not by 
this, by ſome thivg elle. 

And it we lawit by nothing elle, we know 
it ſufficiently m your Writings. When your Do- 
Arines are ſo plain, we have no reaſon to doubt 
of your PraQtiſes. G«d ſtill deliver us from your 
Bloody hands. God keep England from your 
Bloody Religion. 

This being at preſent as far as we can goin 
the Diſcovery ; all that remains ie, to return,and 
to coplider our lols, and to amour OVCi 1 Te was 
the Conſequence of Abner's Death. The King 
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Lamented over Abner, and the People wept over 
him again. 

Kivg David mourned for Abner. That was 
all that he could do. Our King hath done 
more. He hath not only lamenred, bur pro- 
claimed his (enle of it, to the whole Nation. He 
hath done ir, once, and again, with all poſſible 
Demonſtrations of his Care,and of his Concern- 
ednels, for the Dilcovery, and for the Puniſh- 
ment of this wickednels, 

Where the King hath beguntous, we ought 
to follow him, as Iſrael did David. Wehave 
wept already, we are here to weep over him 4a- 
gain, And becauſe I would not keep you Jong 1n 
pain, nor ſtir you up to fruitleſs Tears, I will en- 
deavour to (hew you how 1: may be a uleful 
Lamentation. 

There is no fruit to Godward, but is to be 
brought forth with Patience. And therefore firſt. 
I muſt caution you to that, in this, and all other 
Trials. If this Horrible Fa@& were committed by 
thoſe hand*, (which of all others we have reaſon 
by all Tokens to ſuſpe&)) yet have Patience,and 
deal not violently,even with them. What by Law 
may be done, 1 would not preclude, I pray for 
Ir.. But otherwiſe, *cis Murther in you to kill a 
Jeſuit, that thinks ic none in ſuch Caſes as this to 
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kill you. God be thanked, you are no Diſciples 
of theirs, but of Him whoſe ſacred name they a- 
buſe ; that Holy Feſus ; He hath taught us other 
Rules, he hath (hewed us other PraQtifes. Li we your 


vat..44 Enemies, Bleſs them that curſe you, Pray for them 


that deſpightfully uſe you and perſecute yon. Thele 
Rules, and the like, are the Soul of the Chriſtian 
Religion. Tis that which ſoftens the Heart,and 


makes 1t gentle, and tender, and pitiful. And ſo. 


conforms us to the Image of Chriſt, Who being re- 


wiled, reviled not again; When be ſuffered, be 


threatned not ; but committed himſelf to him that 
judgeth Righteouſly. 


Indeed, when I conſider the temper that is 
required of all Chriſtians; IT cannot but bleſs 


God for what I find in the Proteſtant Religion. 


I cannot but refle& on the incredible Patience 


that was found in You at the Fire of London. 


Though ſo many believed, and few very much: 
doubted whence it came ; that it was from the 


ſame hands which we juſtly ſuſpe&t for this 
Wickednels ; yet there was no Tumult roſe up- 


on 1t ; no Violence done that extended to the 
Lite of any Perſon. 


You then bore patiently that great loſs both 


of your Houſes and of your Goods. And now it 
cometh to your Perſons and Lives, ſtill your Pa- 
tience 
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tience continues, Is not this 2 fair proof of your 
Religion ? I bleſs God for it; and pray forthe 
like m other things ; Though this one 1s a great 
Teſtimony to us, even our Adverlaries them- 
{elves being Judges, if they would but confider 
It. 

Had either of theſe things been done or hap- 
pened in any Popiſh Countrey ; had the Prote- 
ftants been ſulſpeQed to have had any the leaſt 


Finger in them ; there had not been one of them: 


ſuffered to live in that Countrey. Alas! with- 
out that, What have thoſe poor men ſuffered? 
Whar have they not ſuffered, who have had 
their Eot in Popiſh Countries ? in France a 
hundred thouſand Maſlacred in a few days. 


How many more thouſands in Leland in our 


Memory? not to ſpeak of the like Slaiighters, 
in Piedmont, and elſewhere. 

Where can they ſhew the Ike in Countries 
of our Religion ? They might have {onnd ic now 
here, if we had been like them. But bictſed be 
God, we are not ſo, and I hope {hall never 


be, 


I beſeech you to continue the ſame Patience 
ſtill; not loſeic for any, even che higheſt Pco-. 
Commit your wrongs to him that 


vacation. 
judpeth righteouſly; and under him to the Mi- 
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— 


King hath already (hewed his care in this Mat- 
tcr, Follow it with yours, in lawtul ways, Andif 
neither of - theſe will do, leave the Matter to 


Plal-g. 2. (20d. When he makes Inquiſition for Blood, he 


will rewtember them. We (hall (ee it in his time, 


which 15 beſt ; And that by fuch Tokens, that 


Plal. 58. 1t- f/ ren that ſee it ſhall ſay, Verily there is a God 


that judgeth in the Earth. 

Nexr, Since we ought to Imitate thoſe whom 
we praile ; let us follow our Friend, in thoſe 
things which were praile worthy in him. I might 
enlarge this in ſundry Particulars, for he had not 

a few Exemplary Virtues. But I muſt nor en- 
large beyond thoſe that are of prelent Confide- 
ration. 

Let ns firſt endeavour to right him in the In- 
Jaries that he has ſuffered, and then not ſhrink 
trom our Dutics tor tear of ſuffering” the like 
our lelves. 

For the Firſt, He was ready to do all right 
to others, eſpecially it they had been lo handled 
as he was. It any other, It his Murtherers them- 
ſelves, had been uſed thus, he had been the man 
ro have righted them 3 by all lawful means to 
clear the Innocent, to dilcover and to puniſh the 
Guilty. This Dory 1s now Yours, every one in 


hs 
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his Place, todo all that poſlibly he can, to righc 
his Memory, to dilcover his Murtherers, and to 
briog them to due Puniſhment, 

I need. not much exhort You to this; and 
thereforenext,for that which may be more need- 
ful; I'beſeech you to follow him in this, not to 
ſhiink io far from your Duty as to fear them, He 
teared them not for Your lakes. 

'Tis true, he ſuffered for it, he loſt his life. 
But let the Devil get nothiag more by that. He 
hopes, and it ſeems to have been his deſign, 
to deter, You from Your Duties, for fear if you 
be too forward, he may fiir up others to ſerve 
You in like manner. 


Well, but that will not certainly follow. 


They will not always find men unprovided, 
nor always ready to be drawn into. Traps. 
You ſee they have awakened che Govern- 
ment ,- I hope this will alſo awaken You. 


Oh how happy ſhould we be, ( though we. 


paid ſo dear for it,) it we could gain this 
by what we have loſt; It all would be fo 
vigilant, fo reſolved, that they might not know 
which to take next; It for one Sir Edmund 
Godfrey, whom they have taken away, we might 
(ce twenty, yea a hundred fuch Juſtices in this 
City. | 

And 
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And why nor? The Engliſh Spirit is Ge» 
nerous and Bold, as well as it is Compal- 
ſionate and Gentle. They may be per{wa- 
ded or miſled, but they are not to be fright- 
ed, or threatned ; noteafily into their Duries, 
I hope, much leſs out of.them. Thar, Icruſt, 
will never be. 

Eſpecially, if we remember the good Pro- 
vidence of God, which is the third thing. 
If we look up to him, that hath fecured us 
againſt ſo great and ſo many Dangers. He 
that delivered me from the Bear, and the [i- 
on, (laith David) he will deliver me from the 
hand of this PhiliStin. 

We may argue likewiſe ; He that ſaved us 
in Ezbty Eight, .he that ſaved us from the Gun- 
powder Plot, he will deliver us from this Curſ- 
ed Conſpiracy, He will give this fruit of 
our Loſs, and of all their Machinations againſt 
us. | 
Who knows, but, in the end, it may 
prove a. fatal blow to themſelves ? This, to- 
gether with other chings, which are now un- 
der Conſideration , may occaſion a fair rid- 
dance of all char FaGtion out of England, It 
may ſo happen to them, as the - Apoſtle fore- 
told it would to the Fews, when they per- 
| {ecuted 
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ſcented the Chriſtians at Theſſalonica , That 
they would but fill up the meaſure of their Sins, *TKla46. 
het Wrath might come upon them to the ntter- 
oof 

T pray rather for their Converſion. But 
whether that will ever be ; Whether the 
one, or the other; we muſt leave that to 
God. 

And Laſtly, Look to our Selves, that all 
our ways be pleaſing in his ſight. If fo, 
he is able to fecure' us againſt all others : 
But otherwiſe there is nothing can ſecure us 
againſt Him. Except he keep the City , thePal.n. 
Watchman wakes but in vain. But if he be + 
on our fide, we need not fear what man van do 
unto us. 

Therefore deave we to him, with all our 
Hearts, and Souls. Hold faſt that which he 
hath committed to our Charge, the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. When God ſees Truth on our <ide, 
nothing can make Him againſt us, but 
?1n. 

Therefore Watch alſo againſt fin , Shew 
the Truth of your Faith by your Works, 
"5 your Holy Profeflion with a Holy 

I ife. So living, Death can be no Surprize 
to us; even ſuch a Death, or worſe, if worle 
G can 
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can be. Let them kill our Bodies, abuſe them, 
mangle them, as this is, or worlez Let them 
burn them, and throw our Aſhes whither they 
pleaſe ; We ſhall Iole nothing by it. At laſt, 
- all ſhall meet agamin a happy and blefled Re- 
{urrection. 


